EX-NO. BAIL BONDING 


FIRM Qfi filflAL HEARD 


Testimony Is Given 
Ward Case 


m 


The Orleans Parish Grand 
Jury, while failing to conclude 
its investigation into the case 
heard testimony Thursday from 
a former New Orleans bail bond- 
mg official who has claimed he 
sent $15,000 in bribe money to 
a former assistant district at- 
torney last year, 

“The sessions will continue* 
inat s as far as X can go/* said 
pmd jury formas Fernand S* 
Lopeyre when asked to com- 
ment on case as the investiga- 
tive panel recessed for the day 
about 8:15 p. m. 

The bonding official, Wil- 
ham Hardy Davis, Atlanta, 
Ga., said in an affidavit 
that he dispatched the money 
on a monthly basis to former 
first assistant DA Charles ft* 
Ward to influence the outcome 
of proceedings in which the 
JJA s office was seeking to col- 
lect f orfeited appearance 
bonds in Criminal District 
Court* 

Ward himself made the af- 
fidavit public last week when 
he resigned from the DA's of- 
fice, He denied the bribe ac- 
cusations and asked for the 
grand jury investigation. 

WARD REQUEST 
Offering to waive all rights 
and immunities, Ward asked 
that he be allowed to testify in 
the case. 

He was on the second floor 
of the Criminal Courts Build- 
ing most of the afternoon, but 
bis request was not granted* 

Davis finished testifying about 
5 and about 15 minutes 
later, h^ wife, Mrs, Doris Davis, 
who is also in the hall bonding 
harness, began testifying* She 
left the jury room about 6:25 
p.m 

, Davis was formerly president 
|of Century Surety Underwriters 
lof Indiana Inc., the agent in 
Louisiana for Maryland National 
Insurance Co* 

VEIL OF SECRECY 

, JfJ* _ D 3 S offIce rays Mary- 
land National owes $620,000 in 
appearance bond forfeitures 
■and is in the process of trying 
to collect the money. 

In a federal conrt suit aimed 
at enjoining the DA's office 


from collecting the money, 
Maryland National alleged 
tbat an unnamed official of 
Century Surety stole hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of 
bonding powers. 

The DA's office has rejected 
this as a reason for not collect- 
ing the forfeitures* 

The special afternoon jury ses- 
sion was conducted behind a 
stiff veil of secrecy* 

Two investigators from the 
DA’s office guarded the second 
floor entrance to the jury room, 
and refused to allow newsmen 
to pass through It, 

When the session began, about 
2:30 p. m., Ward was in the 
third floor corridor outside the 
jury room* 

EVADES REPORTERS 
One of the investigators, Clem 
Niedtermeier, ordered him away, 
saying, “They don't want you 
up here* 1 ' 

Davis escaped the attention of 
Cent* in See* 1, Page Z, Col* 6 
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newsmen by entering the stair* 
way from a door leading to the 
DA's office. 

Later he again evaded report- 
ers by leaving through the DA's 
office. 

As be waited in the third floor 
corridor before entering the 
jury room Davis would say 
nothing to a reporter who man- 
aged to get past the DA's in- 
vestigators . 

Davis was accompanied by 
attorney Rudolph F. Becker 
HI* Asked if Davis w o u I d 
stand by his statement In the 
affidavit, Becker said he 
[ COuld answer the question 
until he read the document, 

Becker said he was present 
to advise Davis. 

In his affidavit, Davis said he 
dispatched $2,500 a month to 
Ward for the last six months of 
L 1968 by way of two attorneys, 
Milton P, Masinter and Thomas 


Toranto. 

Masinter and Toranto have 
denied the charges. 

COUNTER CHARGES 
Ward has made counter- 
charges in the forfeitures dis- 
pute, saying that another attor- 
ney tried to use Davis' affidavit 
to force a compromise settle- 
ment from the DA's office* 

The attorney, Ralph Kas- 
kell, is a member of the law 
firm of Deutseh, Kerrigan and 
Stiles. Ward claimed that Has- 
kell threatened to reveal the 
Davis affidavit and others if the 
DA's office did not accept 
$100,090 in payment for the 
$620,000 in forfeiture claims. 

Ward said the alleged move 
amounted to "blackmail” and 
requested a grand jury investi- 
gation from that standpoint. 

Ward broke with Garrison 
after the latter withdrew him as 
a recommendation to Gov. John 
J. McKeithen as a candidate for 
one of two new criminal district 
court judgeships. 

Garrison used the affidavits 1 
as an excuse despite the fact 
that he knew they were false, 
Ward said. At the same time 
Ward announced that he will 
run against Garrison for the of- 
fice of district attorney in the 
November Democratic primary* 
MEMBERS MUM 
Garrison appeared before 
th a grand jury during its morn- 
ing session, but a source in his 
office later denied that it had 
anything to do with the forfeit- 
ures controversy. 

Gaqhson made no comment 
1 as he left the jury room. 

There was no indication as 
to which direction the forfeit- 
ures investigation may take* 
The jury foreman, as well 
as most members of the DA's 
office, has refused to discuss 
the matter, | 

Kaskell denied Ward's accu- 
sations and has offered himself 
as a witness s but there was no 
indication that he will be called. 


